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OxfordAQA

Oxford University Press

A department of the University of Oxford

The world’s largest university press, dating back 

to 1478

Global provider of high-quality educational 

resources and services

Over 6000 employees globally

AQA

The UK’s largest provider of GCSEs and A-levels

7 million papers marked annually

Almost three times bigger than Cambridge 

Assessment in England
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We’re a partnership between two 

leading, not for profit education 

organisations.



AQA MARKET SHARE 
(ENGLAND, WALES & N. IRELAND)
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AQA

Cambridge Assessment 

OCR

Pearson 

Edexcel

Cambridge 

Assessment 

OCR

Other 

boards

AQAPearson 

Edexcel

Other 

boards

GCSES – 2018 summer entries A-LEVELS – 2018 summer entries

+6.5% -5.2%

AQA Cambridge

GCSE: 2017 v 2018

-1.3%

Pearson



We help students around the 
world reach their potential and 
progress to the next stage of 
their educational ambitions.

We do this by providing schools 
with a greater choice of relevant, 
reliable and respected 
qualifications

OUR VISION AND MISSION
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We aim to bring out the best in students so they can achieve 

their potential and fulfil their dreams. 

We do this by providing high quality, fair assessments that let 

all students show what they can do.



OUR VALUES

Passion: we want the best for our students and schools and it shows

Agility: we respond quickly and find smart solutions

Integrity: we build trust by being honest and consistent

Collaboration: we work in partnership and look for the win/win 
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OUR PROMISE

Globally relevant specifications that inspire a love of the subject and prepare students for 

onward progression.

Fair assessments that enable every student to get the results they deserve.

UK standards so you can be sure our international qualifications have the same currency 

as the reformed GCSEs and A-levels taken in England.

Opportunities to develop ‘world ready’ skills so students stand out from the crowd, 

thrive in their next stage of education. 

Access to high quality resources so teachers can teach our qualifications with 

confidence.

Exceptionally responsive support in which our teams work in partnership with you to 

drive your success.
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OUR INTERNATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
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International AS / A-Level 

English Literature

English Language

Mathematics

Further Mathematics

Biology

Chemistry

Physics 

Business

Geography

Psychology

Independent Project Qualification

International GCSE 

English Literature*

English Language

English as a Second Language*

Mathematics*

Biology*

Chemistry*

Physics*

Combined Science*

Business*

Computer Science*

Geography*

* Available with GCSE Plus



WHERE WE OPERATE
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China– launched Oct 2017

SE Asia – launched Oct 2016

Malaysia, Thailand

Middle East – launched Nov 2015

UAE, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar

Egypt, Jordan

Indonesia
Oman, Saudi Arabia

We commit to offering dedicated 

regional support in every territory 

we operate in.



RECOGNITION

Our qualifications are:

Recognised by top universities 

worldwide such as Harvard, 

Princeton, Caltech, MIT, Oxford, 

Cambridge and UCL.

Benchmarked by UK NARIC as 

comparable to the reformed GCSEs 

and A-levels taken in England.

Approved by Ministries of Education 

around the world. 
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FAIR 
ASSESSMENT
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WHEN ARE STUDENTS 
DISADVANTAGED?
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When exam questions 

lack clarity…



WHEN ARE STUDENTS 
DISADVANTAGED?
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…or assume irrelevant 

cultural knowledge.



FAIR ASSESSMENT

31/10/2018 13

Fair =

valid

reliable

comparable

Assessments measure what they are supposed to measure

Assessments accurately measure across the ability range

Each grade must reflect the same standard series by series

We utilise over 40 years of academic 

research from AQA to ensure our 

assessments are fair for students of all 

abilities.



FAIR ASSESSMENT
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Fair =

valid

reliable

comparable

ONLY accessible language

ONLY relevant pictures

ONLY familiar contexts

ONLY clear command words

 

Describe, in detail, the shape of the valley along 

this cross-section. 

[3 marks]





FAIR ASSESSMENT
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Fair =

valid

reliable

comparable

Oxford 3000™ is a list of the most important words L2 

English speakers should know.

OUP’s Oxford 3000™ Checker tool is used by our exam 

writers.

If a word is not listed in the Oxford 3000™ or in the 

specification, an alternative is sought where possible.



FAIR ASSESSMENT
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Fair =

valid

reliable

comparable

Years of research has gone into 

developing our mark schemes to ensure 

reliability.

To improve marking accuracy, we separate 

question items and assign them to our 

examiners via our online marking system.



FAIR ASSESSMENT
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Fair =

valid

reliable

comparable

We use a process called ‘seeding’ to ensure consistency in our 

marking.

Senior examiners mark selected questions which are given to 

examiners in their allocation. If examiners fail to mark accurately 

they are locked out of the online marking system and re-trained.

This means we can monitor marking performance in ‘real time’ 

and ensures our marking is accurate and consistent.

3 2 4 1 1 2 3 3 1 2 3 2 1 1 1Examiner: 3 2

Senior 
examiner: 3 23 2

(seeds)

1 2

     

4 1 1 2 3 3

2 3

 

3 4 1 1 2 3 3 4 1

(seeds) (seeds)



FAIR ASSESSMENT
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Fair =

valid

reliable

comparable

AQA is the awarding body 
for OxfordAQA. It marks 
around 7 million exams 
annually, using a 
combination of judgemental 
and statistical evidence to 
ensure comparability.

As the largest exam board 
in England, AQA has more 
experience of awarding 9-1 
GCSEs than any other UK 
or international exam board.



FAIR ASSESSMENT
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In 2018, just 2.3% of 

OxfordAQA’s

summer exam 

results were queried.

“The students felt very good following the exams, reporting a high level of confidence in their scores and 
personal satisfaction with their achievements … Overall, the results were what we both hoped for and 
expected.”

Maggie Lu, Principal, Shanghai Australia International School, China

“The results from our first OxfordAQA exams were no surprises … our administration was content with what 
we got.”

Howard Luo, Executive Principal, Maple Glory Education Group, China

“There are things which I really liked about OxfordAQA, they have definitely the best exam formats.”
Zain Khan, Head of Science Department, Xi’an Middle School, China

“Having received the OxfordAQA results, my students and I consider OxfordAQA to be one of the most 
promising systems.” 

Rania Talaat, ESL Teacher, Manaret El Farouk School, Egypt

"Testing learners in a smooth friendly technique is what distinguishes OxfordAQA from other testing boards.” 
Hala Nassar, Principal, Manaret El Farouk School, Egypt

“OxfordAQA exams were the first time our students could just answer the science rather than worrying about 
the language of the exams or the contexts they were being asked about. Many students – and parents –
commented on this when I spoke to them after the exams and I feel this was a significant factor in the 
excellent results we achieved.”
Samina Rashid, Head of Science, Dubai



UK STANDARDS
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UK STANDARDS

31/10/2018 21

Our International GCSEs apply the same 

standard as the new, reformed GCSEs in 

the UK.

Reformed GCSEs have more demanding 

content and the assessments differentiate 

more at the top of the ability range. 

9-1 grades measure against this new 

standard. A*-G graded GCSEs do not.

Our International GCSEs allow you to 

remain in step with UK schools.

We offer your students the chance to 

achieve an ‘exceptional’ grade 9, higher 

than an A*.



UK STANDARDS
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UK qualifications now 

have more emphasis 

on higher order critical 

thinking skills. So do 

our International 

GCSEs and A-levels.

International A-level 

Mathematics

International A-level 

Physics

International A-level 

Business

55%
AO2+

48%
AO2+

OxfordAQA Cambridge

63%
AO2+

OxfordAQA Cambridge

70%
AO2+

OxfordAQA Cambridge

% of assessment with weighting on application, analysis and evaluation Compared May 2018

International GCSE
Average weighting of AO2+ across the OxfordAQA International GCSE range 

(excl. English Language & ESL)

63.1%
AO2+

57.1%
AO2+

55%
AO2+

OxfordAQA CambridgePearson

Compared Sept 2017

“What we especially like about OxfordAQA is the similarity 

with the syllabus that is followed by learners in the UK…We 

have the confidence that students coming to us with 

qualifications from OxfordAQA will have the same standard as 

reformed UK qualifications” 

Dr Emma Thompson, University of Southampton

76%
AO2+

75%
AO2+



FUTURE-READY 
SKILLS AND 
UNIVERSITY 
PROGRESSION
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STUDENT-LED PROJECTS

31/10/2018 24

“It would give students a chance to 

shine in their chosen subject”
King's College London

“Provides an excellent opportunity for 

students to develop the kinds of research 

and academic skills demanded by the 

rigours of Higher Education.”
University of Southampton

GCSE Plus: an additional 

endorsement available with most of 

our International GCSEs.

IPQ: a qualification worth half an 

A-level that students can take 

alongside their three A-levels.



STUDENT-LED PROJECTS
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Why offer student-led projects?

Enables students to stand out from the crowd 

when applying to top American and British 

universities.

Develops important future-ready skills and 

attributes: initiative, learner independence, 

creativity, research skills, report writing, etc.

Motivates students by giving them the chance to 

develop subject specialism.

Research has demonstrated a link between 

extended projects and improved A-level results

and subsequent university performance.

‘…a positive attribute when selecting amongst 
applicants with similar levels of overall achievement’   
(Durham University)

‘The skills … are directly relevant to and useful for university-level study’       
(Manchester University) 

‘…a useful introduction to the way you will study at university.’
(University of Bristol)

‘…valued by Russell Group universities’    
(Russell Group)



Idea for project

Project proposal

Produce project

Submission

STUDENT-LED PROJECTS
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GCSE Plus IPQ

Student researches and develops a Project 

Proposal for supervisor to endorse.

Student discusses initial idea with 

supervisor.

Student researches, produces project and 

maintains a Progress Diary, guided by 

10 hours of taught skills.

Student submits 2000-word report and 

Progress Diary with completed Review.

Student discusses initial idea with 

supervisor and (optionally) a specialist.

Student researches and develops a Project 

Proposal for supervisor to endorse.

Student researches, produces project and 

maintains a Production Log, guided by 

30 hours of taught skills.

Student submits 5000-word report, Production 

Log, and delivers oral presentation to 

supervisor and non-specialist audience.

Students awarded a Pass / Merit / Distinction 

endorsement with their Int’l GCSE grade for each 

subject. 

Students awarded a grade A*-E worth half an        

A-level. 



OUR 
QUALIFICATIONS
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OUR QUALIFICATIONS

Clear progression in content from GCSE > A-level > 

HE.

Focus on application and reasoning skills.

Fair assessment: exams test maths ability only, not 

literacy or cultural knowledge.
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MATHS SCIENCE

School and student friendly approach to practicals.

Fresh new content, including Space Physics and 

renewable energy.

Fair assessment: exams test science ability only, not 

literacy or cultural knowledge.



OUR QUALIFICATIONS

Globally relevant specification approach.

Fair assessment: qualifications structured 

to give students the best chance of 

achieving their potential.

Fair assessment: clear exam formats.
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ENGLISH SOCIAL SCIENCES

Globally relevant syllabus content.

Emphasis is on application, analysis and 

evaluation. 

Fair assessments: exams designed to meet 

the needs of international students.



Available with GCSE Plus

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

We make speaking assessment fairer: 

students can make pre-exam notes, 

refer to them in the exam and refer to 

visual stimulus for inspiration.

Separate reading and writing papers 

give students a better chance of 

achieving their potential in both skills.

One neutral accent used in our 

listening paper; students don’t need to 

be familiar with regional accents.
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ENGLISH

Coursework options at both GCSE 

and A-level.

‘Stepped approach’ in difficulty 

where every question is a fresh 

start.

We use visual stimulus in our 

exam source material to engage 

students, making the assessment 

fairer.

31/10/2018 32



Available with GCSE Plus

ENGLISH

Coursework options at both 

GCSE and A-level.

‘Stepped approach’ in difficulty 

where every question is a fresh 

start.

Globally relevant: students don’t 

need to study Shakespeare at 

GCSE.
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Available with GCSE Plus

MATHEMATICS

We test Maths only – not literacy or 

cultural knowledge.

Emphasis on application: we allow 

calculators in both GCSE papers 

and have a focus on problem 

solving at A-level.

Our A-level has the perfect balance 

of Pure Maths vs applications to 

meet latest university demands. 
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Available with GCSE Plus

PHYSICS

We test Physics only – not literacy 

or cultural knowledge.

Accessible classroom practicals, 

with practical skills assessed in 

the main exams.

Relevant and motivating content: 

Space Physics unit at GCSE and 

units on renewable energy at      

A-level (wind, solar, hydroelectric).
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Available with GCSE Plus

BIOLOGY
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We test Biology only – not literacy or 

cultural knowledge.

Accessible classroom practicals, with 

practical skills assessed in the main 

exams.

Appropriate depth of content; broad 

topics (including new units such as 

animal behaviour at GCSE and 

digestion at A-level) that allow time for 

familiarisation and focus.



Available with GCSE Plus

CHEMISTRY

We test Chemistry only – not 

literacy or cultural knowledge.

Our exams are formatted to 

ensure reliability, with equally 

weighted papers, each with a 

mixture of structured and open 

answer questions.

Accessible classroom practicals, 

with practical skills assessed in 

the main exams.
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Available with GCSE Plus

COMBINED SCIENCE
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Double award science: students receive 

two identical GCSE grades. Ideal for 

students wishing to focus on humanities 

subjects.

3 equally-weighted papers: Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics.

Content selected from the three GCSE 

science specifications; students can be 

streamed with individual science groups.



Available with GCSE Plus

BUSINESS

We only include globally relevant 

case studies such as Toyota and 

Coca Cola.

We have an emphasis on 

practical business skills, such as 

a unit on business planning at 

GCSE and business decision 

making at A-level.

We have themed papers, making 

revision easier.
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Available with GCSE Plus

GEOGRAPHY
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Emphasis on environmental sustainability: 

unit on climate change at GCSE; A-level 

content includes urban pollution, traffic 

management, waste management and 

global governance of carbon and water 

cycles.

‘Changing Places’ unit at A-level allows 

students to investigate aspects of local 

geography.

Consistency in approach from GCSE to      

A-level for smooth progression to university: 

both have Physical, Human and Fieldwork 

papers.



Available with GCSE Plus

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Overtaking ICT as an essential future skill.

One of two papers is devoted to programming 

skills: schools receive a pre-release programme

3 months prior to exam; students use computer 

during exam to improve pre-release 

programme; then transfer code to word 

processor for printing (choice of Python, Visual 

Basic or C# papers).

Broad, modern subject content: units include 

cyber security and web page design. 
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PSYCHOLOGY

Based on the AQA A-level taken by 78% of 

Psychology students in England.

Features subject content that will motivate 

all students, including the ‘psychology of 

sleep’ and the ‘psychology of the 

workplace’.

A focus on data handling and analysis at A2 

helps prepare students for university study.
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IPQ

Based on the Enhanced Project Qualification 

(EPQ), taken by over 40,000 students in 

England each year (68% with AQA).

Can be taken as a supplement to students’ 

three A-levels to help them stand out in 

university applications.

Research has shown that students who take an 

extended project qualification are 29% more 

likely to achieve a grade A*-B in most of their 

A-level subjects and perform better at university.
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RESOURCES 
AND SUPPORT
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RESOURCES
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Textbooks from Oxford University 

Press support our specifications.

Books closely follow the 

specifications.

Clear formats with extra support 

for students who speak English 

as a second language.

High level critical thinking skills 

development.



RESOURCES

31/10/2018 46

High quality resources at 

oxfordaqaexams.org.uk:

Specifications

Schemes of Work

Teacher Guidance Documents

Switching Guides

Specimen Papers and Mark Schemes

Exemplars with examiner 

commentaries

Practical Handbooks (Science)

Command words and subject vocab 

(Science)

Taster webinar recordings



RESOURCES
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Switching guides compare 

OxfordAQA specifications to the 

equivalent specifications from 

Pearson and Cambridge.

Helps you make informed decisions 

about which specifications are right 

for your students when evaluating 

qualifications.

Makes lesson planning easy when 

you start teaching our specifications.



RESOURCES
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Secure area of the OxfordAQA 

website with access to:

Past papers and mark schemes

Additional teacher support materials

Prepare to Teach orientation videos 

Marketing materials for your school

Parent Communications pack

Online Staffroom



RESOURCES
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Online bank of thousands of AQA 

Maths and Science past paper 

questions correlated to OxfordAQA 

specifications.

Create your own mock 

assessments: search topics and 

drag questions into your document, 

with accompanying mark scheme 

and examiner commentaries.

Co-produce and share your 

customised tests with colleagues.



RESOURCES
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Results analysis tool available to 

independent OxfordAQA centres via 

eAQA.

Allows you to compare student 

performance at high level and in 

granular detail (eg, compare grades, 

skill performance, marks or 

individual answers).

Create your own test groups to 

compare different classes, streams, 

genders, etc.

Use the results to inform next year’s 

delivery of the syllabus.

Enhanced Results Analysis (ERA)



RESOURCES
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Interactive version of the route 

map available with GCSE 

Maths.

Create and customise your own 

year plan.

Click on a topic to download 

accompanying worksheets.

Save, print and share your route 

map.

Interactive Route Map



SUPPORT
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Aug/Sept

Examiner report

September

Prepare to Teach 

refresher training

Sept/Oct

Chief Examiner 

clinics

Oct/Nov

CPD programme

November

Hub school 

webinars

Dec/Jan

Exam Officer 

training

Jan/Feb

Chief Examiner 

clinics

Mar/Apr

Hub school 

webinars May/June

Prepare to Teach 

training

Throughout the year:

Access to regional Qualifications 

Consultants, online orientation 

videos and email access to UK 

subject experts

We provide our 

centres with a 

comprehensive 

support plan 

that’s included 

as part of our 

admin fee.



SUPPORT
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"The support we receive  from OxfordAQA is outstanding, all communications are delivered 

in a highly professional and timely manner. We plan to continue with OxfordAQA and this 

year we have moved more qualifications over to them."

Kerry Glenister, Head of KS4, Heathfield International School, Thailand

"We use 4 different examination boards within GEMS Metropole School and as the Exam 

Officer I am consistently happy with the level of support that I receive from OxfordAQA –

especially in my first year in the role. They’ve proven themselves to be receptive to feedback 

and have the very best interests of those who study with them." 

Kirsty Burns, Exams Officer, GEMS Metropole, UAE

“ We’ve found that the support materials, both in terms of the textbook and the example 

papers provided by OxfordAQA, have been excellent resources.”

Rob Holroyd, Chief Academic Director, Elite K12 Hurtwood House Group, China

“One of the main things that attracted us to OxfordAQA is the level of support that we have 

been offered since our first enquiry. We’ve been able to talk to people face to face, and they 

have been able to support us along our journey.”

Matthew Burfield, Principal CEO, Gems Founders School, UAE

We asked our schools 

how likely they would 

recommend us on a scale 

of 1-10 with 10 being 

most likely. Three 

quarters gave a score of 8 

or higher.



WORKING WITH 
OXFORDAQA
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APPLICATION & APPROVAL
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To be an 

independent centre 

(school manages 

exam process) :

To be an attached 

centre (British 

Council manages 

exam process) :

Submit 

application form

School 

inspection

School approved: 

access provided to 

AQA’s exam admin 

portal (eAQA) and 

Online Staffroom

School approved: 

access provided to 

Online Staffroom

School plaque

Submit 

application form

School 

inspection

Optional for schools in Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait

School plaque



FEES

Our fees are clear, straightforward and affordable

Our application fee is only £500. 

Our annual reaccreditation fee is only £495 (£1000 in 

China*)

Annual fees include training and support:

Access to Exampro and ERA

Prepare to Teach Training

Hub school webinars

Chief Examiner Clinics

Exam Officer training

* Dedicated on-the-ground Exams Admin support (China only)
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Entry fees for academic year 2019–2020

International GCSEs: £54 per subject

International GCSE Combined Science (Double Award): £78

International GCSE Plus: £27 per subject

International AS: £78 per subject

£39 per AS unit (individual units can be retaken)

International A2: £78 per subject

Subjects with two A2 units: Maths, Further Maths, English Language, 

English Literature, Business, and Psychology: £39 per A2 unit

Subjects with three A2 units: Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and 

Geography: £26 per A2 unit

International Independent Project Qualification (IPQ): £78

Fee information applies to independent centres only. Attached centres should 

refer to the British Council for prices.



GO FURTHER WITH OXFORDAQA

Visit oxfordaqaexams.org.uk for more information on our qualifications


